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March 6, 2023 
 
 
Charles Patenaude 
60 Purinton Road 
Shelburne Falls, MA  03170 
 
 
 
Delivered: By Hand and By Certified Mail 
 
 
Dear Mr. Patenaude; 
 
 

This letter is to inform you that at the request of Animal Control Officer Kyle Dragon the 
Buckland Select Board will hold a public hearing regarding a complaint of an attack(s) by your 
dog.  

 

Pursuant to the requirements of Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 140, Section 157, the 
Buckland Select Board has scheduled a hearing for Tuesday, March 14, 2023 to be held at 
6:00 p.m. at the Buckland Town Hall located at 17 State Street, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370.  

 

You have the right to bring witnesses and to be represented by legal counsel.  If the charges are 
proven, the Board of Selectmen may make such order concerning the restraint or disposal of 
your dogs as may be deemed necessary. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at the 
Town Hall. 
 
       
Sincerely, 
 
 
Heather Butler  
Town Administrator 
 
 
 
Cc: Police Chief Gregory Bardwell 
 Animal Control Officer Kyle Dragon 
 

 

 

T O W N  O F  B U C K L A N D                                   
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Data Analytics and Resources BureauData Analytics and Resources BureauData Analytics and Resources BureauData Analytics and Resources Bureau
Estimated Impact on Property Taxes with a
Prop 2 ½ Referendum Question Approval

Data current as of 03/28/2023
                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Increase / Decrease Amount Selected  $210,000

Buckland

     Residential &
Open Space (RO)

  Commercial,
  Industrial and

  Personal Property (CIP)
  Total

  FY 2023 # of ParcelsFY 2023 # of ParcelsFY 2023 # of ParcelsFY 2023 # of Parcels     862     259     1,121
  FY 2023 Assessed ValueFY 2023 Assessed ValueFY 2023 Assessed ValueFY 2023 Assessed Value     228,931,070     44,191,976     273,123,046
  FY 2023 Tax LevyFY 2023 Tax LevyFY 2023 Tax LevyFY 2023 Tax Levy     3,878,092     748,612     4,626,704

RO Tax Rate CIP Tax Rate
16.94 16.94

  Proposed Tax Rate Impact Per $1,000:   0.77  
  Proposed New Tax Rate Per $1,000 (Estimated New):   17.71  
  FY 2023 Average Single Family Assessed Value (Current): 290,561  
  FY 2023 Average Single Family Tax Bill (Current): 4,922  
  FY 2023 Average Single Family Tax Bill Impact (Estimated New): 223.73  

Assessed Value Current Estimated Tax Bill Proposed Estimated Tax Bill Estimated Tax Bill Impact
  250,000     4,235.00     4,427.50     192.50  
  350,000     5,929.00     6,198.50     269.50  
  450,000     7,623.00     7,969.50     346.50  
  550,000     9,317.00     9,740.50     423.50  
  650,000     11,011.00     11,511.50     500.50  
  750,000     12,705.00     13,282.50     577.50  
  850,000     14,399.00     15,053.50     654.50  
  950,000     16,093.00     16,824.50     731.50  

  1,050,000     17,787.00     18,595.50     808.50  
  1,150,000     19,481.00     20,366.50     885.50  
  1,250,000     21,175.00     22,137.50     962.50  
  1,350,000     22,869.00     23,908.50     1,039.50  
  1,450,000     24,563.00     25,679.50     1,116.50  
  1,550,000     26,257.00     27,450.50     1,193.50  



Municipality Fiscal Year Vote Date Win/Loss Yes Votes No Votes Type of Vote Amount Description Department
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 208 572 Override 6,600 Miscellaneous Government Expenses GENERAL OPERATING
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 286 497 Override 4,377 Taxes For Wastewater Treatment Facility PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 296 487 Override 8,336 Taxes For Health And Sanitation PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 306 475 Override 1,902 Protection Of Person And Property PUBLIC SAFETY
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 344 448 Override 10,415 Funding Franklin County Tech. School SCHOOL
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 361 417 Override 8,993 Funding Highway Department (Additional) PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 378 418 Override 41,010 Regional High School Operating Budget SCHOOL
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 397 397 Override 70,766 Taxes For Purpose Of Regional School SCHOOL
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 WIN 421 367 Override 8,000 Funding Recreation/Pool CULTURE AND RECREATION
Buckland 1992 7/1/1991 WIN 156 126 Override 12,583 Buckland-Shelburne-School Operating Bud. SCHOOL
Buckland 1992 7/1/1991 WIN 156 128 Override 10,415 Franklin County Tech. Operating Budget SCHOOL
Buckland 1992 7/1/1991 WIN 159 125 Override 33,506 Buckland-Colraine-Shelburne Reg.Sch.Bud. SCHOOL
Buckland 1992 11/1/1991 LOSS 203 310 Override 3,000 For Purpose Of Video Camera GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Buckland 1992 11/1/1991 WIN 262 242 Override 30,000 Addit.Money For Health And Sanitation HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICE
Buckland 1992 11/1/1991 WIN 318 193 Override 16,716 Additional Taxes For Sidewalks & Highways PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES
Buckland 1992 11/1/1991 WIN 332 174 Override 8,865 Additional Money For Waste Water Facility PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES
Buckland 1992 6/4/1992 LOSS 265 518 Override 3,650 Fund Addit.Asses. For Gen.Operating Govt GENERAL OPERATING
Buckland 1992 6/4/1991 LOSS 305 477 Override 2,500 Funding Veterans Services GENERAL OPERATING
Buckland 1997 5/6/1996 LOSS 103 204 Override 100,000 General Operating Expenses GENERAL OPERATING
Buckland 1997 9/10/1996 LOSS 71 113 Override 84,000 School Operating Expenditures SCHOOL
Buckland 1997 11/5/1996 LOSS 408 515 Override 40,900 Town Operating Expenses GENERAL OPERATING
Buckland 2005 6/21/2004 WIN 119 65 Override 100,000 Fund General Operating Budget GENERAL OPERATING
Buckland 2007 6/7/2006 LOSS 174 178 Override 11,695 Franklin County School Budget SCHOOL
Buckland 2007 6/7/2006 WIN 178 174 Override 91,930 Mohawk Trail Rsd Budget SCHOOL



FY2024: Buckland Revenue / Expense Analysis

FY2023

FY2024
(Fin Com 

Recommend)
Percent 
Change $ Change

OPERATING REVENUES
Taxation
Prior Year Levy Limit 4,303,082 4,447,204 3.3% 144,122
Plus 2.5% 107,577 111,180 3.3% 3,603
Plus New Growth 36,545 20,000 -45.3% (16,545)
Sub-Total of Taxation (Levy Limit) 4,447,204 4,578,384 2.9% 131,180

Debt Exclusions 220,565 286,591 29.9% 66,026
Taxation Total (Maximum Levy) 4,667,769 4,864,975 4.2% 197,206

Other Revenues
State Aid (Cherry Sheet) 404,201 410,901 1.7% 6,700
Local Receipts 193,250 226,250 17.1% 33,000
Overlay Surplus 0 0 0
Other Revenues Total 597,451 637,151 6.6% 39,700

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES 5,265,220 5,502,126 4.5% 236,906

OPERATING EXPENSES
General Expenses
Town Operating Expenses 2,016,724 2,235,298 10.8% 218,574
State Assessments 5,770 6,440 11.6% 670
Overlay for Abatements 40,000 40,000 0.0% 0
Sub-Total General Expenses 2,062,494 2,281,738 10.6% 219,244

School Assessments
Mohawk Operating 2,686,885 2,793,688 4.0% 106,803
Smith Vocational 55,000 64,000 16.4% 9,000
Franklin Tech Operating 225,345 211,330 -6.2% (14,015)
Sub-Total of School Assessments 2,967,230 3,069,018 3.4% 101,788

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 5,029,724 5,350,756 6.4% 321,032

CAPITAL & DEBT EXPENSES
Raise and Appropriate for Stabilization 0 0
Raise and Appropriate for Capital Proj. 0 0
Debt Service 226,600 302,633 33.6% 76,033
TOTAL CAPITAL & DEBT EXPENSES 226,600 302,633 33.6% 76,033

TOTAL OF ALL EXPENSES 5,256,324 5,653,389 7.6% 397,065

EXCESS / (DEFICIT) 8,896 (151,262) -1800.3% (160,159)



FY2024: Buckland Operating Budget

Item
FY2022 
Actual

FY2023
 Town Mtg

Appropriated
FY2024 

Requests

FY2024 
FinCom 

recommend
$ Request 
v. FY2023

FinCom $ 
Change 

FY2023 to 
FY2024

% Change 
FY2023 to 

FY2024

Item
FY2022 
Actual

FY2023
 Town Mtg

Appropriated
FY2024 

Requests

FY2024 
FinCom 

recommend
$ Request 
v. FY2023

FinCom $ 
Change 

FY2023 to 
FY2024

% Change 
FY2023 to 

FY2024
TOWN OPERATING 1,819,127 2,016,724 2,250,047 2,235,298 233,323 218,574 10.8%
SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS 2,816,440 2,967,230 3,069,018 3,069,018 101,788 101,788 3.4%
Sub-Total Town Operating (Lines 7+10) 4,635,567 4,983,954 5,319,065 5,304,316 335,111 320,362 6.4%

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
MODERATOR STIPEND 250 250 250 250 0 0 0.0%
SELECTBOARD STIPENDS 5,500 6,000 6,000 6,000 0 0 0.0%
SELECTBOARDS OFFICE/ADMIN 106,820 120,733 122,577 121,077 1,844 344 0.3%

Advertising Expense 2657 1,000 2,400 2,400 1,400 1,400 140.0%
Safety/Drug Testing 1,067 1,000 1,200 1,200 200 200 20.0%

Selectboard's Expenses 6,168 7,000 2,000 500 (5,000) (6,500) -92.9%
Shelburne Falls Partnership 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Administrative Assistant Salary 24,621 36,833 38,117 38,117 1,284 1,284 3.5%
Town Reports 500 500 500 500 0 0 0.0%

Administrator Expense 130 1,500 1,500 1,500 0 0 0.0%
Administrator Salary 71,677 72,900 76,860 76,860 3,960 3,960 5.4%

RESERVE FUND 10,000 25,000 25,000 20,000 0 (5,000) -20.0%
PERSONNEL RESERVE FUND 0 2,000 2,000 2,000 0 0 0.0%
COLLECTOR/TREASURER OFFICE 74,068 70,992 79,008 79,008 8,016 8,016 11.3%

Collector/Treasurer Exp 14,627 16,594 17,300 17,300 706 706 4.3%
Asst. Treasurer Stipend 1,950 4,020 4,161 4,161 141 141 3.5%

Collector/Treasurer Salary 54,641 47,378 54,547 54,547 7,169 7,169 15.1%
OPEB Expense 2,850 3,000 3,000 3,000 0 0 0.0%

TAX TITLE EXPENSE 690 2,000 2,000 2,000 0 0 0.0%
ACCOUNTANT 26,102 29,063 30,647 30,647 1,584 1,584 5.4%

FRCOG Accounting Program 25,914 28,613 30,197 30,197 1,584 1,584 5.5%
Accountant Expenses 188 450 450 450 0 0 0.0%

ASSESSORS STIPENDS 3,900 3,900 3,900 3,900 0 0 0.0%
ASSESSORS OFFICE 44,443 42,054 48,088 48,088 6,034 6,034 14.3%

Assessors Expenses 6,654 9,025 9,315 9,315 290 290 3.2%
Assessors Office Salary 37,789 33,029 38,773 38,773 5,744 5,744 17.4%

ASSESSORS TAX MAP 4,400 4,400 4,500 4,500 100 100 2.3%
ASSESSORS REVALUATION 13,067 24,500 29,500 29,500 5,000 5,000 20.4%
BLDGS & GROUNDS (formerly Town Hall) 53,921 96,450 119,908 119,908 23,458 23,458 24.3%

Postage 2,925 5,000 5,000 5,000 0 0 0.0%
Town Office Supplies 250 950 750 750 (200) (200) -21.1%

Office Equip Maintenance 7,347 8,500 8,500 8,500 0 0 0.0%
Public Bldges Expenses 18,835 37,000 25,000 25,000 (12,000) (12,000) -32.4%

Communications/IT 24,564 25,000 45,000 45,000 20,000 20,000 80.0%
Bldgs & Grounds Salary 0 20,000 35,658 35,658 15,658 15,658 78.3%

TOWN CLERK OFFICE/ELECTIONS 10,508 19,150 24,516 22,016 5,366 2,866 15.0%
Town Clerk Expenses 3,094 2,500 6,100 6,100 3,600 3,600 144.0%
Assistant Town Clerk 1,570 2,500 3,216 3,216 716 716 28.7%

Street Listing 869 750 1,200 1,200 450 450 60.0%
Record Books 1,500 4,000 5,000 5,000 1,000 1,000 25.0%

Election Expenses 3,070 5,400 5,000 5,000 (400) (400) -7.4%
Election salaries inc. Registrars 405 4,000 4,000 1,500 0 (2,500) -62.5%

TOWN CLERK SALARY 29,900 31,066 33,279 33,279 2,213 2,213 7.1%
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 4,884 10,642 10,900 10,700 258 58 0.5%

Energy Committee 0 200 200 0 0 (200) -100.0%
Conservation Commission 499 500 750 750 250 250 50.0%

Planning Board 420 500 500 500 0 0 0.0%
Zoning Board of Appeals 155 500 250 250 (250) (250) -50.0%

Boards Clerk 3,810 8,942 9,200 9,200 258 258 2.9%
AUDITOR 16,000 7,200 7,560 7,560 360 360 5.0%
LEGAL 18,392 15,000 20,000 17,000 5,000 2,000 13.3%



FY2024: Buckland Operating Budget

Item
FY2022 
Actual

FY2023
 Town Mtg

Appropriated
FY2024 

Requests

FY2024 
FinCom 

recommend
$ Request 
v. FY2023

FinCom $ 
Change 

FY2023 to 
FY2024

% Change 
FY2023 to 

FY2024
INSURANCE & BONDS 53,620 58,000 52,000 52,000 (6,000) (6,000) -10.3%
REGIONAL SERVICES (FRCOG) 15,348 16,008 15,424 16,008 (584) 0 0.0%

Procurement Services 2,819 2,669 2,850 2,850 181 181 6.8%
Statutory Assessment 520 710 691 691 (19) (19) -2.7%

Core Assessment. 8,951 12,629 11,883 11,883 (746) (746) -5.9%
Sub-Total General Government 491,813 582,408 635,057 623,441 52,649 41,033 7.0%

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY
POLICE SALARIES 151,096 178,027 0 0 (178,027) (178,027) -100.0%
POLICE DEPARTMENT 43,511 40,250 334,264 334,264 294,014 294,014 730.5%

OUI / Speed Enforcement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%
Police Bldg Maintenance 5,770 7,500 (7,500) (7,500) -100.0%

Police Expense 37,741 32,750 334,264 334,264 301,514 301,514 920.7%
BUILDING INSPR PROG 7,600 7,600 7,600 7,600 0 0 0.0%
EMERG MGT DIR STIPEND 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 0 0 0.0%
EMERG MGT EXPENSE 179 2,500 2,500 2,500 0 0 0.0%
ANIMAL CONTROL REGIONAL 6,200 7,446 6,173 6,173 (1,273) (1,273) -17.1%
ANIMAL CONTROL EXPENSE 451 250 500 500 250 250 100.0%
FOREST FIRE WARDEN STIPEND 150 150 150 150 0 0 0.0%
TREE WARDEN STIPEND 1,200 1,200 1,200 1,200 0 0 0.0%
TREE WARDEN EXPENSE 8,337 6,000 10,000 9,500 4,000 3,500 58.3%
Sub-Total Protection 221,724 246,423 365,387 364,887 118,964 118,464 48.1%

EDUCATION
K-12 MOHAWK OPERATING 2,673,693 2,686,885 2,793,688 2,793,688 106,803 106,803 4.0%
SMITH VOCATIONAL 30,993 55,000 64,000 64,000 9,000 9,000 16.4%
FRANKLIN COUNTY TECH OPER. 111,754 225,345 211,330 211,330 (14,015) (14,015) -6.2%
Sub-Total Education 2,816,440 2,967,230 3,069,018 3,069,018 101,788 101,788 3.4%

PUBLIC WORKS
HIGHWAY SALARIES 115,789 129,759 147,559 147,559 17,800 17,800 13.7%
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 164,658 136,100 165,000 162,500 28,900 26,400 19.4%

Highway Supplies 78,236 50,000 60,000 60,000 10,000 10,000 20.0%
Road Machinery 43,649 50,000 60,000 60,000 10,000 10,000 20.0%

Street Lights 4,399 7,500 5,000 2,500 (2,500) (5,000) -66.7%
Town Garage Expense 38,374 28,600 40,000 40,000 11,400 11,400 39.9%

WINTER RDS SALARIES 82,557 98,108 98,108 98,108 0 0 0.0%
WINTER RDS EXPENSE 139,636 145,000 145,000 145,000 0 0 0.0%
REFUSE/RECYCLING 92,464 99,052 107,743 107,743 8,691 8,691 8.8%

Refuse Salaries 19,582 20,638 22,276 22,276 1,638 1,638 7.9%
Refuse/Recycling Expense 54,490 60,000 61,000 61,000 1,000 1,000 1.7%

Hazardous Waste 1,227 950 1,200 1,200 250 250 26.3%
Landfill Monitoring & Mowing 9,816 10,000 15,400 15,400 5,400 5,400 54.0%

Solid Waste Mgmt District 7,349 7,464 7,867 7,867 403 403 5.4%
CDBG MATCH EXPENSES 3,800 9,000 15,000 15,000 6,000 6,000 66.7%

Application Expense 0 4,000 4,000 4,000 0 0 0.0%
Engineering Expenses 3,800 5,000 5,000 5,000 0 0 0.0%

Matching Funds 0 0 6,000 6,000 6,000 6,000 0.0%
Sub-Total Public Works 598,904 617,019 678,410 675,910 61,391 58,891 9.5%

HUMAN SERVICES
ANIMAL INSPECTOR 800 800 800 800 0 0 0.0%
BOARD OF HEALTH STIPENDS 1,350 1,350 1,350 1,350 0 0 0.0%
BOARD OF HEALTH 14,939 15,407 16,291 16,291 884 884 5.7%

FRCOG Health Program 14,334 14,907 15,541 15,541 634 634 4.3%
Board of Health Expenses 605 500 750 750 250 250 50.0%



FY2024: Buckland Operating Budget

Item
FY2022 
Actual

FY2023
 Town Mtg

Appropriated
FY2024 

Requests

FY2024 
FinCom 

recommend
$ Request 
v. FY2023

FinCom $ 
Change 

FY2023 to 
FY2024

% Change 
FY2023 to 

FY2024
SENIOR CENTER 68,638 70,579 71,143 71,143 564 564 0.8%
VETERANS SERVICES 43,204 45,597 49,193 49,193 3,596 3,596 7.9%

Regional Service Center 4,612 4,455 4,593 4,593 138 138 3.1%
Veterans Benefits 38,534 40,392 44,100 44,100 3,708 3,708 9.2%

Veterans Recognition Services 58 750 500 500 (250) (250) -33.3%
Sub-Total Human Services 128,931 133,733 138,777 138,777 5,044 5,044 3.8%

CULTURE & RECREATION
BUCKLAND LIBRARY 43,148 45,875 47,968 47,835 2,093 1,960 4.3%

Library Operating Costs 20,510 20,578 20,578 20,578 0 0 0.0%
Library Salaries 22,638 25,297 27,390 27,257 2,093 1,960 7.7%

ARMS LIBRARY 22,839 24,483 27,396 27,396 2,913 2,913 11.9%
RECREATION DEPARTMENT 21,281 19,775 33,912 33,912 14,137 14,137 71.5%

Management 8,500 8,500 20,412 20,412 11,912 11,912 140.1%
Maintenance 12,781 11,275 13,500 13,500 2,225 2,225 19.7%

EVENTS 2,567 2,150 2,550 2,550 400 400 18.6%
4th of July 150 150 250 250 100 100 66.7%

Band Concerts 800 800 800 800 0 0 0.0%
Bridge of Flowers & SF&G 1,617 1,200 1,500 1,500 300 300 25.0%

250th ANNIVERSARY 250 250 250 0 0 0.0%
Sub-Total Culture & Recreation 89,835 92,533 112,076 111,943 19,543 19,410 21.0%

INSURANCE/RETIREMENT
RETIREMENT 125,595 122,681 130,280 130,280 7,599 7,599 6.2%
UNEMPLOYMENT/MEDICARE 14,033 13,144 10,624 10,624 (2,520) (2,520) -19.2%

Unemployment Insurance 3,049 2,289 1,798 1,798 (491) (491) -21.5%
Medicare 10,984 10,855 8,826 8,826 (2,029) (2,029) -18.7%

HEALTH/LIFE INSURANCE 148,292 188,783 179,436 179,436 (9,347) (9,347) -5.0%
Employees 114,224 153,727 140,233 140,233 (13,494) (13,494) -8.8%

Retirees 34,068 35,056 39,203 39,203 4,147 4,147 11.8%
OPEB ACCOUNT 0 20,000 20,000 20,000 0 0 0.0%
Sub-Total Ins./Ret. and Debt Expense 287,920 344,608 320,340 320,340 (24,269) (24,269) -7.0%



Actual Survey Repsonses 
representing current pay rates 

in surrounding towns

EMPLOYEE
Proposed 
Adjustment

Difference        
Hrly $ 3.50% New FY24

Collins Center 
Survey 
Average 
MINIMUM

Collins Center 
Survey 
Average 
MAXIMUM FRCOG FY23

FY 23 FY24 
Anthony 
Gutierrez 
FOREMAN 25.88 54,037.44 26.64 0.76 27.95 57,571.17 27.5 29.8 29.39

Derek Girard 
MECHANIC 22.00 45,936.00 24.28 2.28 25.13 52,471.00 26.04 27.74 26.58

Jeff 
Purington 21.24 44,349.12 22.00 0.76 22.77 47,543.76 21.21 25.38 23.5

Roger 
Purington 20.72 43,263.36 21.48 0.76 22.23 46,420.00 21.21 25.38 23.5

Cara Leach 25.62 53,494.56 27.14 1.52 28.09 58,651.71 29.82 33.02 33.28

Full Time 
Employees 
TOTAL 241,080.48 6.08 262,657.64

-241,080.48

21,577.16 increase, including 3.5% COLA




























