










BUCKLAND SELECT BOARD STATEMENT ON JUNE 6th OVERRIDE BALLOT QUESTION 
Revised (BD 5/30/23) to avoid crossing the line into advocacy. 
 
Final proposal on pages 3 and 4. 
 
The Override 
 
At the Annual Town Meeting on May 6th, the taxpayers of Buckland approved by a wide margin a 
budget for Fiscal Year 2024, as recommended by the Finance Committee and Select Board.  That budget 
contains a deficit, that is, it requires more property tax support than is allowed within the limit of so-called 
Proposition 2½, which is a two and one-half percent increase in the property tax levy . By law, a community 
cannot budget a deficit in excess of that limit without voter approval. 
 
As a result, the vote at Buckland’s Annual Town Meeting to approve the budget requires a ballot question for 
a vote by the registered voters of the Town at the Annual Town Election on June 6th.  This question asks 
whether or not to approve an override of Proposition 2½ to assess an additional $151,262 in 
real estate and personal property taxes for the purpose of funding Buckland’s operating budget for FY24. 
 
Background 
 
Buckland, like so many towns in Western Massachusetts, emerged from the pandemic only to be hit by the 
combination of higher costs due to inflation, continued flat growth in revenues, and new State mandates that 
come with increased costs.  This came on top of our history of many years during which Buckland was able to 
hold the line on property taxes (which comprise 88% of its revenues) within Proposition 2½ by relying on state 
aid and new growth to cover our expense increases. Finally, as new growth continued to be modest and 
proposed increases in vitally needed State aid to rural towns like Buckland have not happened, Buckland can 
no longer hold the line. Increased costs and relatively flat growth in revenues over the past several years has 
meant limiting Buckland’s investments in personnel and infrastructure, a difficult annual financial balancing 
act which has meant pushing back on requests for needed increases in funding for Town services. As a result 
To provide necessary and overdue increases in funding for the provision of essential services, Buckland’s Fiscal 
Year 2024 budget finally contained a deficit of $151,262. 
 
The Budget  
 
Three areas of increased expenses are worth noting.  First Town Meeting voted to change 
Buckland’s police services.  In order to meet the requirements of police reform and provide 
more consistent coverage, the Town approved a shared services model with the Town of 
Shelburne, one in which Buckland will be assessed a portion of the total two-town police cost, 
or $334,264. If this shared services model had not been approved by Town Meeting, the projected cost for a 
Buckland Police Department to meet the requirements of police reform would have been about $30,000 more 
than the shared policing model, and it would have provided less coverage.   
 
Town Meeting also voted to increase the Town’s Public Works budget to reflect the costs of fully staffing the 
department and the increased costs of supplies and equipment.  This key department has been understaffed 
for many years, and the Town has paid the price through less well-maintained roads and equipment.  
 
Town Meeting also voted to increase the budget to reflect the increased costs of 
building maintenance, an increase in the disposal of solid waste, a dramatic increase in cyber 
security insurance, an increase in recreation expenses with the reopening of the swimming pool, 



and an increase in salary expenses. Buckland has a good team in place, we must ensure that we can continue 
to attract and retain the best talent available and hopes to sustain it in a tight, competitive labor market 
. 
 
The Basic Choice 
 
The approved budget, with its deficit condition, has presented the voters of Buckland with a difficult choice to 
make at the polls on June 6th: 
• On the one hand, should the Town preserve the delivery of important services by approving a Proposition 
2½ override to cover the budget deficit? 
• Or should the Town instead balance the budget by making significant dramatic cuts to Town services and 
personnel? 
 
If approved on June 6th, the override of Proposition 2½ for $151,262 would result in an increase in the tax 
rate, which based on last year’s numbers and looking at the all the factors for this year, is estimated 
to be about $0.55 per $1,000 of value.  
 
If voters don’t pass the override on June 6th, the Finance Committee will go back to the drawing board and 
prepare a budget for Fiscal Year 2024 that will be balanced by making significant cuts in Town services and 
personnel, in the amount of $151,262.  That revised budget would then have to be voted on at a Special Town 
Meeting called for that purpose. 
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Town of Buckland Recreation Area Pavilion Rental Application 
66 Ashfield Road, Buckland 
 

 

Thank you for renting the Buckland Recreation Area Pavilion. Important information below 

outlines reservation procedures and the Rental Terms and Conditions for the use of this facility 

from the Town of Buckland. Please contact the Town via phone (413)625-6330 extension 1, or by 

email, adminassist@town.buckland.ma.us if you have any questions or concerns regarding the 

provided information. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 

To reserve a date, renters must submit a completed application to the Town of Buckland. Security 

deposit and rental fees must be paid within two weeks of the requested rental date. Application 

approval will be confirmed through email. 

• Receipt of application by the Town of Buckland is a request and does not automatically 

constitute a facility reservation 

• Reservations are taken on a first come, first served basis 

• Applicants must be 21 years of age or older 

GENERAL RULES & CONDITIONS: 

The Town of Buckland is proud to offer outstanding, smoke-free facilities at the Buckland 

Recreation Area Pavilion.  

Pavilion rental hours are 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Time reserved must include set-up time, time 

decorating, and take-down/clean-up 

• The person named on the facility reservation will be held responsible for the following: 

o The condition of the facility and the conduct of the group using the facility. 

Person on the facility reservation must be present at the event the entire 

time. 

o Damages, loss, accidents or injuries to persons or property while using the 

Buckland Town property. Additional charges will be assessed to any 

applicant for damage, repair, or cleaning required by the Town of Buckland. 

o Any licenses/permits required to host the event. Name on application must 

match the name on the licenses/permits issued by the Town of Buckland. 

RENTAL FEES: 

• Reservations cannot be confirmed until the rental deposit is received by the Town. Only 

Buckland residents with a formal ID will qualify for the resident rate.  

• Renters who require early arrival or stay later than the reserved time will be charged for 

additional time. Time reserved and paid for must include set-up, take-down and clean-up 

time. Rental fees are listed on the reverse. 

 

mailto:adminassist@town.buckland.ma.us


 Rental Category Monday-Thursday* Friday-Sunday 
1 Buckland resident $75.00 (4 hours) 

$100.00 (8 hours) 
$175.00 (up to 12 
hours) 

2 Private Leagues, Non-profit or community 
organization 

$50.00 (4 hours) 
$75.00 (8 hours) 

$200.00 (up to 12 
hours) 

3 Non-resident $75.00 (4 hours) 
$100.00 (8 hours) 

$200.00  (up to 12 
hours) 

*Monday holidays will be charged the Friday-Sunday rate 

• Rental Fee includes: 

o 15 picnic tables (maximum capacity of 150) 

o Charcoal grill 

o Basketball/Pickleball Court 

o Baseball field 

o Fire pit with seating and lights (seasonally available, weather permitted) 

o Restrooms 

o Dumpster 

o Corn hole boards 

o Swimming pool is NOT included with your rental; pool day passes may be purchased inside 

the pool house on the day of your event. 

INSURANCE/SPECIAL LICENSING & PERMITS 

The Town of Buckland and/or the State of Massachusetts require Insurance Certificates, Special 

Permits/Licenses for the following: 

FOOD-When serving to the public, or when a caterer is serving food to the public 

ALCOHOL-Anytime alcohol is being sold  on Town owned property, a license is required (only beer 

and wine allowed), or if alcohol is being provided to the general public at no charge, a license is 

required. Those serving alcohol (renter, caterer, etc.) must secure a permit through the Town of 

Buckland. It is recommended that you allow 60 days for the approval of a license. General liability, 

and/or liquor liability insurance is required in the amount of XXXX  TBD 

ENTERTAINMENT-General Liability Insurance is required for live/recorded music, DJ, theater, etc. 

OTHER-When insurance certificates are deemed necessary. Special permits/licenses are the 

responsibility of the renter and must be submitted to the Town of Buckland at least 3 weeks in 

advance. 

DECORATIONS 

• Any decorations used at the event must be of a non-permanent nature and must be 

removed prior to the end of the event. 

• Nothing shall be attached or fastened to any pavilion structure, wall, or surface of any 

means, and no tape (except the blue painter’s style tape), tacks, nails, screws, push pins or 

similar devices may be used. 

• Trash from your event must be put in the provided dumpster 

• Any fire in the outdoor pit must be completely extinguished upon departure. The Buckland 

Fire Chief has the discretion of whether the conditions are unacceptable for a fire at any 

time. 
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